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MR.SPEAKER:- Now, Tea Break. The
House is adjourned for 15 minutes.

(The House then adjourned at 11.35 AM)
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SRI MOHD. MOAZAM KHAN (Bahadur
pura):- Mr. Speaker Sir, | take this opportunity to
participate in the Discussion on Crop Loan
Waiver, Minimum Support Price and other
problems of the Farmers in our State. As pointed
out by the Government in the Note for Short
Discussion, Telangana is predominantly an
Agricultural State. However, in the erstwhile
United Andhra Pradesh, this crucial Sector in
Telangana was severely neglected by
successive Governments. The farmers in this
Region suffered a lot due to non-construction of
Irrigation Projects. After the formation of
Telangana State, the Government has taken up
several initiatives to rejuvenate the Agricultural
Sector by tackling the basic problems faced by
the Farmers.

Five inputs are crucial for ensuring that
Farming is remunerative. These have been
listed by the Government as (1) Irrigation Water
for two crops (2) Supply of quality Power without
any shortage (3) Supply of High Yielding Variety
of Seeds (4) Reduction of cost of Farming and
(5) Ensuring Minimum Support Price for the
produce of the Farmers.

We compliment the Telangana Government
for taking up crucial measures for the
development of the Farming Sector and Welfare
of the Farming Community. The TRS
Government has fulfilled its Poll Promise by
announcing Loan Waiver of old and new loans
upto Rs.1.00 lakh. The Government has waived
loans and interest amounting to Rs.16,124 crores
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and deposited the amount in the Farmers’
Accounts in four instalments during the last 4
years. The Government was able to overcome
the Power Shortage within six months and make
assured supply of Power to the Farm Sector in
the State in the successive Farming Seasons in
the last three years.

The Government has also accorded top
priority to the Irrigation Sector and remodeled
the Major Ongoing Irrigation Projects to provide
water to an estimated area of one crore acres
across the State. Mission Kakatiya has also
been taken up to restore and rejuvenate 46,000
Minor Irrigation Tanks in a big way. Moreover,
the Hon’ble Chief Minister has decided to
provide Rs.8,000/- in two phases for two crops
at the rate of Rs.4,000/- per acre from the 2018
Monsoon Season.

In the first two years since the formation of
Telangana, the Farmers in the State had faced
problems due to various factors, including the
deficit rainfall in 2014-15 and 2015-16. The
situation has improved during 2016-17 and in
the Current Year 2017-18. The Daily Report on
Rainfall and Area Sown patrticulars for Kharif and
Rabi 2017-18 on the Agriculture Department
Website shows that the State has received
normal Rainfall during the South-West Monsoon.
During Kharif crops were sown over an area of
39.10 lakh hectares which works out to 90 per
cent of the normal. Now, the Sowing Operations
under Rabi are going on.

Mr Speaker Sir, on MSP | would like to say
that the Cotton Farmers, though Telangana is one
of the Major Growers of the Fiber crop in the
Country, are a worried lot as the procurement
season begins. The Farmers who sowed a
record acreage of 46 lakh acres for the fiber crop
this year, are demanding a price of Rs.7,000/- a
quintal as they feel the MSP of Rs.4,320/- for
the year is not remunerative. They also want the
Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) to open more
Procurement Centers.

Crop-switching Pattern — After witnessing
dismal returns in crops such as mirchi, turmeric

3500 19 — BoLD W, HFHPITE e
S8 2055 U oo 3BY oo

and red gram, the Farmers have returned to
cotton in a big way. As against the suggested
price of Rs.4,000/-, a significant number of
Farmers got Rs.5,000/- resulting in the
additional acreage over 10 lakh acres this time.
While the price of turmeric fell to Rs.5,000/- from
Rs.14,000/- a quintal, prices of mirchi fell to
Rs.2,500/- from RS.12,000/-, red gram to
Rs.4,500/- from Rs.12,000/- and paddy from
Rs.1,510/- to Rs.1,300/-.

Though the Procurement generally takes off
after Diwali, some Markets have already
recorded arrivals of the commodity. Initial
Reports suggest that the prices being offered
are not quite encouraging.

Speaker Sir, most importantly, after
introduction of GST, Farmers are facing a lot of
problems. The imposition of 18% GST on
fertilizers, pesticides and micro-nutrients has
come as a rude shock to the Farming
Community. All the prices of fertilizers, pesticides
and micro-nutrients would be increased
burdening the farmers. Earlier, the fertilizers
were sold at 5% VAT, but it would now be sold
with 12% GST. Similarly, pesticides which were
having 5% VAT have been increased to 18%
GST. Withthe GST coming into effect, Farmers
have to shell out additional amount of Rs.40 crore
to Rs.50 crore for the purchase of fertilizers and
pesticides for taking up cultivation during every
crop season.
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2.50 |The Leader of Opposition should

5. [withdraw the remarks made on the chair.
| will read out the rule position from the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Telangana Legislative Assembly. Page No.7,
Rule No0.10 “The Deputy Speaker or other
member competent to preside over a sitting of
the Assembly under the constitution of these
rules, shall when so presiding, have the same
powers as the Speaker when so presiding and
all references to the Speaker in these rules shall,
in these circumstances, be deemed to be
references to any such person so presiding.”
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MADAM DEPUTY SPEAKER:- The House

is adjourned to meet again at 10.00 AM on
Thursday, the 2" November, 2017.

(The House then adjourned at 4.15 PM to
meet again at 10.00 AM on Thursday, the 2"
November, 2017)
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